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The Fluctuation and Background Analysis of Geopolitical Relations Between
China and the United States During the Last 40 Years

Shen Shi, Yuan Lihua, Ye Sijing, Cheng Changxiu, Gao Jianbo, Song Changqing

(Center for Geodata and Analysis/Faculty of Geographical Science, Beijing Normal University, Betjing 100875, China)

Abstract: China-US relations have always been the most important part of international geopolitical relations.
Discovering and analyzing of the attitude of two sides to each other from an international multilateral perspec-
tive is of great significance for understanding the internal causes of variations in China-US geopolitical rela-
tions. Due to differences in political systems, the analysis of characteristics of the China-US changes from the
perspective of the presidency of the U.S. can provide a deeper knowledge of the international geopolitical ten-
dencies. From the time series analysis of China-US relations, we can understand the evolutionary stages of Chi-
na-US geopolitical relations. An in-depth analysis of the motives of China-US relations changes is of great sig-
nificance for properly making international geo-strategies. Based on the GDELT data, this paper utilized proba-
bility analysis and adaptive fractal analysis methods to analyze the attitudes' differences between China and the
U.S. during the US presidential terms since 1979 from the perspectives of cooperation and conflict. Moreover,
the persistence of China-US attitudes since the establishment of diplomatic ties was also studied. The results
show that: 1) China-US geopolitical relations have experienced three periods: the Cold War period, the transi-
tion period and the economic and trade cooperation period. The characteristics of these three periods are that
the strategic basis of China-US relations has changed from a joint anti-Soviet to economic and trade relations.
2) The negative attitude of the US toward China developed and improved during the George H. W. Bush and
Clinton periods. It eased during the George W. Bush era and the early Obama period, but it became more seri-
ous in the later period of Obama. 3) The overall attitude of US toward China persists for about 4 years, and is
mainly influenced by negative attitudes. During the current Trump administration, the political and economic
factors of China-US geopolitical relations have undergone major transitions. It is recommended that policy-
makers and researchers of China-US relations should pay attention to this transformation and seek new

thoughts and new pathways to cope with China-US relations in a new stage.

Key words: China-US relations; geopolitical relations; global database of event language and tone; probability

analysis; adaptive fractal analysis



