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GDELT: Big event data for sensing global social dynamics
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Abstract: Properly analyzing the international political relations and their evolution process is
an essential for geo-relationships research. Geo-relationships research from the perspective of
big data provides a new approach for the exploration in this field. Data reflecting international
political trends by traditional methods is unable to provide comprehensive and informative data
support for regional or global research. A new event database GDELT (Global Database of
Event, Language, Tone) introduced in this article has offset the deficiency of traditional data in
many aspects. The data not only records the date-time, place, content and participant of events
worldwide but also systematically classifies and scores events. This article introduces GDELT
data in detail from three aspects of data content, event scoring, and classification system, and
summarize the advantages and potential research directions of the data, intending to provide help
and reference for China's geo-relationships research and other fields.
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